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Overall Expectations

- identify distinguishing features of urban and rural communities
- describe some possible relationships between communities and natural environments
- demonstrate awareness of the possible similarities and differences among people, places and environments

* All specific expectations are covered by this unit and are mentioned at the end of each of the activities.

Materials box

Suggested reading

- a large map of Canada (you could draw this or buy
a commercial one)

- postcards from a variety of places in Canada (30
are provided in the Teacher’s Notes)

- a social studies library with a variety of
information books about Canada

-poster board (or bristol board) for two different
activities

- pencil crayons

- scissors

- glue

- a variety of simple maps (with and without
legends)

- a variety of boxes, containers, tubes etc. from
recycling bins (a request for these recycled items to
parents is in the letter home)

- information about your community and another
community of your choice

M is for Maple by Mike Ulmer and [llustrated by
Melanie Rose (ISBN 1-58536-051-1)

Emma and the Silk Train by Julie Lawson and Illustrated
by Paul Mombourquette (ISBN 1-55074-388-0)

If You’re Not From the Prairie by David Bouchard and
[lustrated by Henry Ripplinger (ISBN 1-895714-66-4)
The Killick: a Newfoundland story by Geoff Butler
(ISBN0-88776-336-7)

Arctic Stories by Michael Arvaarluk Kusugak and
[ustrated by Vladyana Langer Krykorka

(ISBN 1-55037-452-4)

Olden Day Coat by Margaret Laurence and Illustrated
by Muriel Wood (no ISBN on cover)

The Hockey Sweater by Roch Carrier and Illustrated by
Sheldon Cohen (ISBN 0-88776-174-7)

Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat

(ISBN 0-7710-6693-7)

The Cremation of Sam McGee by Robert W. Service
and Illustrated by Ted Harrison

(ISBN 1-55074-606-5)

Farmer Joe Goes to the City by Nancy Wilcox Richards
and Illustrated by Werner Zimmerman

(ISBN 0-590-73361-3)

Jonathan Cleaned Up - Then he Heard a Sound by
Robert Munsch and Illustrated by Michael Martchenko
(ISBN 0-920236-21-9)




Dear Parent or Guardian,

We are beginning our next Social Studies Unit, Canada and World
Connections: Urban and Rural Communities. By the end of this

unit, your child will:

- identify distinguishing features of urban and rural communities

- describe some possible relationships between communities and natural
environments

- demonstrate awareness of the possible similarities and differences among people,
places and environments

As outlined in the Social Studies Curriculum, Ministry of Education,

1998.

For our unit we will require a variety of boxes, tubes, plastic
containers, etc. It would be appreciated if you would send in a
variety of recycling materials to school.

Home Links:
To help your child further their understanding of this social studies
unit, here are some fun activities for you and your family.
- visit a neighbouring community and discuss the similarities
and differences.
- visit an urban community one weekend S
and a rural community the next and o6 7
discuss the differences. ‘u
- visit provincial web sites.

- spend time looking at maps and
discussing what the various symbols mean.

Happy Adventures,

© Social Butterflies, 2002







Urban and Rural Communities
Our New Social Studies Words

Grade 3 CCglossary covers:

CCS5: use appropriate vocabulary (eg. urban, rural, city, town, village, environment, scale, north, south, east, west) to describe their inquiries and
observations
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Urban and Rural Communities
O Canada

** Make or buy a commercial map of Canada and place it on a wall or bulletin board. You have two
options for the post cards:

1) You could mail the postcards to your students during the summer with a note asking them to find
the location on a map and to find out a little bit about the province and city and have them bring it on
the first day of school.

2) You could distribute the post cards when you are ready to do this unit.**

Postcards are available on the next several pages or you could find them at a local card shop. If you
would like your home town included in these postcards, please email a photo to 1tct@qlink.queensu.ca.
Photos of landscapes only are preferred.**

** Bring students to the map of Canada, and one at a time call a student up, ask them where they
think their postcard belongs, problem solve with the class and then when a consensus is made paste the
post card onto the map.**

** Once all of the postcards are pasted to the map, go through all the provinces and territories of
Canada and the capitals.**

Today we looked at a map of Canada. To help us remember what we learned today let’s fill
out the chart below and colour in our map of Canada. On your map remember to include the
following:

1) your compass rose.

2) the names of all the provinces and territories.

3) the names and location of the capitals in the provinces and territories.

Province Capital

Grade 3 CCactivity001 covers:
CC12:identify the Canadian provinces, territories, and their capitals on a map.
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Urban and Rural Communities
Our Canadian Jigsaw

As a class let’s read M is for Maple by Mike Ulmer and Illustrated by Melanie Rose.

We are going to make a Canadian jigsaw. What do you think a jigsaw 1s?

Materials:

1) jigsaw pieces
2) pencil crayons
3) glue

4) poster board
5) scissors

Method:

1) Take the next three pages out of your social studies book (the WHOLE
page).

2) Colour the provinces and territories.

3) Using a glue stick, put glue all over the back of the piece.

4) Glue it onto the poster board.

5) Cut the jigsaw piece out.

6) HINT: if there are a lot of islands, draw a bubble around them and cut
them out as a group.

7) Put your puzzle together.

Provincial Flag stickers for the Canadian Facts Chart













Canadian Facts Chart

Now that we have our Canadian Jigsaw, let’s find out more about each province and fill out the

chart below.

**Books are listed under certain provinces in the chart below. You may want to read one of these books
during story time or at the beginning of the period throughout this unit.**
**Ask the students to place their jigsaw on the table. As you discuss each province have them pick up the
appropriate province. Ask them the following questions:

1) What flag do you think belongs to this province?

2) Estimate how big the area is in square kilometres. Write down the guesses and then give them the

correct area (then have them use this area to estimate the others).

3) Estimate the population.

4) What industries do you think are important in this province (this information could come from the flag
or they may have family in other provinces).

zine

Province Area in km? Population Major Web Page
(in alphabetical order) Industries
Alberta 661 190 2914534 wheat www.gov.ab.ca
cattle
oil
natural gas
manufacturing
British Colombia 947 800 4008 951 lumber www.gov.bc.ca
Emma and the Silk Train pulp and paper
by Julie Lawson, newsprint
[lustrated by Paul shingles
Mombourquette shakes
fourism
mining
fishing
agriculture
Manitoba 649 950 1138 667 manufacturing | www.gov.mb.ca
If You’re Not From The wheat
Prairie . . . by David grains
Bouchard, Illustrated by cattle
Henry Ripplinger nickel
copper




New Brunswick

73 440

752 955

pulp and paper
manufacturing
mining
fourism
fishing

agriculture

www.gov..nb.ca

Newfoundland / Labrador
The Killick: a

Newfoundland story by
Geoff Butler

405 720

534 829

fishing
nickle

oil

natural gas
newsprint

www.gov.nf.ca

Nova Scotia

55 490

934 237

manufacturing
dairy

fishing

coal

ship building
tourism

WWW.gov.ns.ca

Northwest Territories

1432320

40 000

zinc

gold
diamonds
oil and gas
exploration
tourism

www.gov.nt.ca

Nunavut

Arctic Stories by Michael
Arvaarluk Kusugak,
[lustrated by Vladyana
Langer Krykorka

1 994 000

24 730

mining
tourism

www.nunavut.com




Ontario 1068 580 11413653 manufacturing | www.gov.on.ca
Olden Days Coat by (automobiles)
Margaret Laurence, gold
[lustrated by Muriel nickel
Wood copper
uranium
zinc
forestry
financial
industries
fourism
Prince Edward Island 5660 136 529 potatoes www.gov.pe.ca
tourism
fishing
Quebec 1540 680 7334 502 paper www.gov.qc.ca
The Hockey Sweater by hydro-
Roch Carrier, Illustration electricity
by Sheldon Cohen agriculture
aluminum
iron ore
forestry
Saskatchewan 652 330 1024277 wheat www.gov.sk.ca
Owls in the Family a canola
novel by Farley Mowat forestry
potash
uranium
coal
oil
natural gas
Yukon Territory 483 450 30 000 gold www.gov.yk.ca
The Cremation of Sam lead
McGee by Robert W. zinc
Service, Illustrated by tourism

Ted Harrison




Graphs of Canada

Area of Provinces and Territories in squared
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What province or territory has the largest area?

What province or territory has the smallest area?

What else does the graph tell you?




Population of Provinces and Territories
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What province or territory has the largest population?

What province or territory has the smallest population?

What else does the graph tell you?

Grade 3 CCactivity002 covers:

CC18:identify some products that Ontario sells to other provinces or territories (eg. nickle) and buys from them (eg. oil, wheat).
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