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Overall Expectations
- demonstrate an understanding that Canada is a country of many cultures
- describe family history of traditions as they relate to being Canadian
- describe contributions made by individuals and groups to the local community

* All specific expectations are covered by this unit and are mentioned at the end of each activity.

Materials Box

• a  variety of books that describe places around the world (perhaps create a social
studies library where these books can be accessed and stored)

• a large map of the world (you could either draw this or buy a commercial one)
• artifacts from around the world to make an interactive display or to introduce lessons
• Q-cards and tape for HCactivity006

** The homework booklet is best done over a holiday such as Thanksgiving or Christmas
Holidays when children may have a chance to see their extended family**



Dear Parent or Guardian,

We are beginning our Social Studies Unit, Heritage and Citizenship:
Traditions and Celebrations.  By the end of this unit, your child will:
- demonstrate an understanding that Canada is a country of many cultures
- describe family history of traditions as they relate to being Canadian
- describe contributions made by individuals and groups to the local community
As outlined in the Social Studies Curriculum, Ministry of Education,
1998.

There will be a lengthy homework booklet for your child to
complete with family members.  This booklet is meant to encourage
your child to explore your family’s culture and traditions in more
detail. 

Home Links:
To help your child further their understanding
of this social studies unit, here are some fun
activities for you and your family:

- visit a restaurant that serves
traditional  food from another culture.
- look up in the atlas the countries of family origins
- look through old family albums and tell old family stories.
- research your family tree beyond three generations.

Happy Adventures,

© Social Butterflies, 2002
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Traditions and Celebrations
Our New Social Studies Words

Grade 2 HCglossary covers:
HC8:use appropriate vocabulary (eg. cultures, celebrations, heritage, traditions, contributions, voting, occupations) to describe their inquiries and
observations.
© Social Butterflies, 2002



Traditions and Celebrations
Canada and its Cultures

Canada is a country built by many people who have come from all
around the world.  Maybe your parents or grandparents came from
another country.

What are some of the cultures that make up our community?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

What are some contributions that those cultures make to our
community?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Draw a picture of our community working together . . .

Grade 2 HCactivity001 covers:
HC1: demonstrate an understanding that communities may be made up of many cultures
HC14:identify the contributions that various cultures have made to the community (eg. producing works in the visual arts, music, dance;
providing services, new kinds of restaurants)
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Traditions and Celebrations
Our Community Members

As a community we hold elections to determine a mayor.  What does a
mayor do?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Who is our mayor right now? __________________________________

Let’s think of other important people in our community.  Let’s make a
list in our chart below and describe what they do.

Jobs in our Community What they do . . .

Grade 2 HCactivity002 covers:
HC7:describe the contributions each family makes to the community (eg. voting, providing services through occupations)
 © Social Butterflies, 2002



___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

Traditions and Celebrations
Celebrations in our Community

All communities have their own special celebrations.  For example
Québec has Carnaval, a winter carnival in February.  Calgary has the
Stampede where cowboys and cowgirls compete in a rodeo.  What are
some of the celebrations we have in our community?  As a class let’s
make a list of our community celebrations.  Write the list on your special
note pad below (remember your commas):

Grade 2 HCactivity003 covers:
HC18:identify community celebrations that reflect their own heritage and Canadian identity (eg. Carnaval de Québec, Calgary Stampede)
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Traditions and Celebrations
Special Celebrations in Canada

We have some very special days that we celebrate in Canada.  A few of
them are listed below in our chart.  Let’s write down when and how we
celebrate those days.

Celebration Date
(when)

What happens on that day . . .
(how)

Remembrance
Day

Canada Day

Flag Day

There are some empty spots in our chart.  Are there any other specials
days that our class would like to add?

What is your favourite celebration?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Grade 2 HCactivity004 covers:
HC3:identify ways in which heritage and traditions are passed on (eg. through community celebrations, special days such as Remembrance Day,
Canada Day, the Canadian flag, music, dance, recreation, food, clothing)
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Traditions and Celebrations
Sharing or Family Traditions

As a class let’s meet at the carpet and form a circle to share our Traditions and
Celebrations Homework Activity Book.

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

Understanding of
Concepts

• demonstrates a
limited understanding
that traditions are
passed down

• demonstrates a
beginning
understanding that
celebrations are passed
down

• understands that
celebrations are passed
down

• understands that
celebrations are passed
down in their own and
other families

Inquiry / Research
Skills

• Inquiry and recording
skills gave limited
information about
family traditions and
culture

• Inquiry and recording
skills gave basic
information about
family traditions and
culture

• Inquiry and recording
skills gave complete
information about
family traditions and
culture

• Inquiry and recording
skills gave in depth
information about
family traditions and
culture

Communication of
Knowledge

• sharing of booklet
was unclear
• new terminology was
rarely used

• sharing of booklet
was clear some of the
time
• new terminology was
beginning to be used

• sharing of booklet
was clear
• new terminology was
used

• sharing of booklet
was clear and precise
• added new or
expanded on
information
• used new
terminology with
confidence

What did you learn from your classmates today?
Draw it: Write about it:

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Write down a question you still have:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Grade 2 HCactivity005 covers:
HC9:ask questions to gain information and explore alternatives (eg. the differences in celebrations among culture)
HC13:communicate the results of inquiries for specific purposes, using simple demonstrations, drawings, and oral and written descriptions
HC17:share family traditions with members of the class (eg. festival of lights)
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Traditions and Celebrations
Around the World

Research Activity ONE: In your groups and within the books you were given,
find what the population is of that area.  Write the population down on the Q-card
and place it on the map. Wait at the map for our class discussion.

Let’s graph the populations we studied.

_______________________________

Country



Research Activity TWO: In your groups and within the books you were given
find a traditional toy of that area.  Draw a picture of it as a group on the Q-card
and place it on the map.  Wait at the map for our class discussion.

Our  toy that we researched looked
like:

The other toys were different because:
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

The other toys were the same because:
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Research Activity THREE: In your groups and within the books you were given
find a traditional outfit of that area.  Draw a picture of it as a group on the Q-card
and place it on the map.  Wait at the map for our class discussion.

Our traditional outfit that we
researched looked like:

The other outfits were different
because:
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

The other outfits were the same
because:
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________



Research Activity FOUR: In your groups and within the books you were given
find some celebrations of that area.  Make a list of those celebrations on the Q-
Card and place it on the map.  Wait at the map for our class discussion.

The celebrations we researched were: The other celebrations were different
because:
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

The other celebrations were the same
because:
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Grade 2 HCactivity006 covers:
HC11:sort and classify information (eg. concerning traditional costumes), using more than one attribute.
HC12:make and read a variety of graphs, charts, diagrams, maps and models for specific purposes (eg. to compare toys from other cultures)
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Celebrations Certificate

This certificate hereby certifies

 ______________________

as a Grade 2 Celebration expert.

___________________ __________________
Principal Teacher

Share your social studies booklet with at least one family
member at home.  After you have shared complete the
following:

1) Cut out your Celebration Certificate.
2) Get the person you shared your social studies booklet
with to fill out the form below, detach it and bring it back
to school.

�&.................................................................................................

_______________________ shared their social studies booklet
with the following family
members:

___________________
Parent’s Signature
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