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Overall Expectations:

- demonstrate an understanding that the world is made up of countries where people have both
similar and different lifestyles

- use maps and globes to locate countries as part of a comparative study of families from
countries from different continents

- describe how the environment affects the ways in which needs are met (eg. influences of
climate on food, clothing, and shelter).

* All specific expectations are covered by this unit and are mentioned at the end of each activity.

Materials Box

. books describing countries around the world in your classroom Social Studies library
. simple maps

. a large map of Canada

. a globe

. a large map of the world

. Gifts by Joe Ellen Bogart and Illustrated by Barbara Reid (ISBN 0-590-24935-5)

. items from around the world (including: coins, stamps, posters and pictures of various

countries. If possible: a battery, an accordion, lawn mower, a kiwi fruit, a basketball, a
ball point pen, a Lego piece, a toy/model snowmobile for G2CCactivity004)

. magazine or newspaper clippings about countries around the world

. A Country Far Away by Nigel Gray and Illustrated by Philippe Dupasquier (ISBNO-
531-07024-7) to introduce the homework assignment

. Toot & Puddle by Holly Hobbie (ISBN 0-439-06167-9)

. a box to make into a mail box

. Heritage Minutes from Historica (www.histori.ca or 1-800-567-1867)
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Dear Parent or Guardian,

We are beginning our Social Studies Unit, Canada and World
Connections: Features of Communities Around the World. By the

end of this unit, your child will:

- demonstrate an understanding that the world is made up of countries where
people have both similar and different lifestyles

- use maps and globes to locate countries as part of a comparative study of
families from countries from different continents

- describe how the environment affects the ways in which needs are met (eg.
influences of climate on food, clothing, and shelter).

As outlined in the Social Studies Curriculum, Ministry of Education,
1998.

Home Links:
To help your child further their understanding
of this social studies unit, here are some fun
activities for you and your family:
- look at a variety of maps and globes.
- watch television programs that
discuss other countries (like travel
shows).
- read newspaper or magazine articles that discuss other
countries.
Happy Adventures,
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Our New Social Studies Words

Grade 2 CCglossary covers:

CC6:use appropriate vocabulary (eg. globe, model, distances, sphere, hemisphere, culture, countries, regions, equator, polar regions) to describe
their inquiries and observations
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Features of Communities Around the World

Looking at Maps
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Maps use symbols to communicate where things are. Look at the map
below and find some symbols. Draw the symbols and what you think it

means in the Legend box.

Legend
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What other symbols could be used on a map?

Where is the World of Maps?




What country is in the map below?

Colour the water BLUE.
Circle the compass rose on the map.

What is the capital of Ontario?
Put a GREEN dot on the capital of Ontario.

What is the capital of Canada?
Put a RED dot on the capital of Canada.

What is your home town?
Put a PURPLE dot on your hometown.

Grade 2 CCactivity001 covers:

CC12:use symbols, colour, and cardinal directions (i.e. N, S, E, W) on maps of Canada and other countries

CCl6:use legends (eg. blue line/river) and recognize pictorial symbols (eg. for homes, roads) on simple maps

CCl18:locate their local community, as well as Toronto, Ontario, Canada, and the various countries studied on a globe or map
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All Around the World

What shape is the earth?

If we cut the earth in half, what would
we call that shape?

What do we call the line that cuts the
earth in half?

[ |
A Colour the North Pole BLUE and the
_L South Pole RED.

What is at the North Pole?

What 1s at the South Pole?

What kind of weather do they have at the North and South Poles?

What kind of clothes would you want to wear there?

Where 1s the HOT weather?

Grade 2 CCactivity002 covers:

CC2:demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between location and climate (eg. warmer climates occur near the equator)
CCl13:identify the earth as a sphere and half the earth as a hemisphere

CCl4:demonstrate an understanding that the globe is a model of the earth

CCl15:identify the equator and polar regions on a map and/or globe
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It’s a Small World After All

There are many countries in the world. As a class let’s make a list of all
the countries we know. Write the list on your special notepad below
(remember your commas).
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On the next page there is a map of the world, let’s locate the countries
we know and colour them in. Remember to put in our compass rose!

Grade 2 CCactivity003 covers:

CCl:demonstrate an understanding that the world contains many countries, including Canada
CCl17:use cardinal directions when locating and recording information (eg. Australia is south of Africa)
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